
           

DUBUQUE COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD MEETING 
Minutes of October 18, 2016 

 
 
The Dubuque County Conservation Board met Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at 12:30 p.m. at the Swiss Valley Nature 
Center to begin their monthly meeting and annual tour of the South Parks. 
 
Roll Call: 

Board Members Present: Pat Rea; Jeff Cue; Mary Radloff; Cindy Gotto 
 
Staff Member:                               Brian Preston, Executive Director; Nate Sisler, Deputy Director; Mike White, Golf 
                                                         Superintendent; Danelle Schroeder, Administrative Assistant                           
 
Absent:    Roger LaBarge 
 
South Tour: 
 
The Board arrived at Swiss Valley Park and was greeted by resident Ranger Jeremy Kettmann, Ranger John Vontalge and 
Ranger Angie Jansen.  The Board toured the shop area and Vontalge addressed the need to update equipment and 
informed the Board that there is not enough storage and work space.  He suggested partitioning off an area of the shed 
to heat so he would be able to maintain equipment during the winter.  The Board encouraged Vontalge to get quotes for 
this renovation.  The Board then traveled through the park and toured the campground area.  Ranger Kettmann stated 
he would like some new sites developed in the campground and asked about updating more sites to 50 amp service.  He 
also talked about treating some of the trees for Emerald Ash Borer.   
 
Next, the Board traveled to Massey Marina.  Preston discussed building more covered slips, installing a fishing dock, 
purchasing new fire rings and improving campsites with concrete slabs. 
 
The Board then traveled past the Interstate Power Preserve on their way to Fillmore Fairways.  Golf superintendent 
Mike White greeted the Board and took them on a golf cart tour of the course.  The tour traveled on the newly 
renovated bridge along the cart path.  White discussed the new irrigation system and stated it was a great improvement 
to the course.  He discussed needing new updated equipment and more labor help at the golf course. 
 
The last stop of the South tour was Whitewater Canyon.  The Board drove through the preserve to view the many trees 
planted in the past few years. 
 
The Board returned to the nature center at 3:54 p.m. to continue their monthly meeting.  The minutes of the  
September 27, 2016 were reviewed and approved as written on a motion by Radloff, seconded by Rea.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Radloff inquired about the progress of the 5 year planning. 
 
Heritage Trail Limestone Surfacing Bids: 
 
Preston presented one bid for the Heritage Trail limestone resurfacing project.  The bid received is: 
 

 Kluesner Construction   $20,454.00 
 
After a brief discussion, Rea made a motion followed by Gotto to award Kluesner Construction with the Heritage Trail 
limestone resurfacing project at a cost of $20,454.00.  Motion carried. 
 
 



Professional Services for Heritage Trail Bridge Inspections: 
 
Preston informed the Board about the need to do bridge inspections on the Heritage Trail.  After a meeting with IIW 
Engineer and Surveyors PC, it was suggested that four bridges are in need of an in-depth inspection due to future 
replacement at a cost of $475.00 per bridge.  Fifteen bridges on the trail are newer and need a routine inspection at a 
cost of $200.  The total quote for all inspections is estimated at $5100.00.  A motion was made by Gotto and seconded 
by Radloff to approve the nineteen bridge inspections for a cost of $5100 with IIW Engineering and Surveyors PC.  
Motion carried. 
 
Director Report: 
 
Preston stated that the Heritage Trail bridge #29 construction will begin the week of October 21, 2016 as all permits are 
issued.  The DCCB is still waiting on the permits in order to proceed with the Ringneck Ridge fish habitat grant for the 
pond project.   The Arctic Cat snowmobile was delivered and some safety accessories were purchased for this piece of 
equipment.  Preston revealed the DCCB’s new ad for the 2017 Visitors Guide book.  Preston presented a variance 
request from Bruce and Laura Wuertzer.  They are adding an attached garage at their residence on Mud Lake Road and 
needed public input.  The Board decided this was not an issue and let them proceed. 
 
Deputy Director Report: 
 
Sisler stated that the DCCB staff attended the annual CCPOA training seminar and also completed firearms training.  The 
staff also tore down the old pit latrine at Swiss Valley Park, mowed the parks, prepped for the flooding, painted the 
shower house at Mud Lake, patrolled and prepared equipment for auction. 
 
Green Superintendent Report: 
 
White was not present. 
 
Naturalist Report: 
 
A Naturalist report was handed to all the Board members. 
 
Public Input: 
 
None 
 
Approval of Bills: 
 
Bills totaling $37,376.22 were submitted for payment. A motion was made by Radloff and seconded by Gotto to approve 
October bills as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
The next Dubuque County Conservation Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 22, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Swiss Valley Nature Center.   
 
A motion was made by Gotto, and seconded by Radloff to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 
4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
                       _____________________________________ 
                                    Dubuque County Conservation Board Member 


