Zoning Board of Adjustment Minutes – October 7, 2014 meeting


Dubuque County Zoning Board of Adjustment
Minutes of October 7, 2014 

Chairperson Pat Hickson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
A. ROLL CALL: Members Present: Pat Hickson, Ron Koppes, Darlene Burds, and Connie Nolan. Staff  Present:  Anna O’Shea & Jim Bodnar.
B.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms. Burds and passed unanimously to approve the Minutes of the September 4, 2014 meeting.  Vote:  4-0.
C.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:    
1. BA#10-37-14

RYAN & TABITHA REVENIG

VARIANCE
The applicants are requesting a 7’ front yard variance to the 30’ required to build a 24’x 34’ home addition 23’ from the front property line in an R-3, Single Family Residential zoning district. The property, located approximately three (3) miles north of the City of Sageville along Kings Road is legally described as Lot 31 of Kings Row Subdivision, Section 15 (T90N R2E) Peru Township, Dubuque County, Iowa.

Ms. O’Shea stated that the lot contains approximately .41 acres. She said Mud Lake Road is a 66’ wide right of way and Kings Road is a private 30’ wide right of way. The new addition will be almost as close to Mud Lake Rd as the existing covered porch and deck. Ms. O’Shea explained that the County Engineer did not think that the addition would affect the Mud Lake Road project. Twelve letters were sent and eleven letters were delivered. No city was notified in regard to this request.

Speaking to the Board was Ryan Revenig, 21654 Kings Rd, Dubuque. Mr. Hickson administered the following Oath asking the participant to raise his right hand.  “Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?”  He said yes.
Mr. Revenig stated that he would like to put an addition on the home. He is having water problems and constructing a garage would solve the problem. Mr. Revenig explained further that by remodeling the exiting garage in the lower level of the home into two bedrooms and a bathroom, he would then have a four bedroom and two-bathroom home with a new garage addition.
Ms. O’Shea explained that there is an existing 10’ bump-out for the existing covered porch and that is approximately what the bump-out will be for the new structure.

Mr. Hickson asked Ms. O’Shea if there was going to be work done on that part of Mud Lake Road? Ms. O’Shea responded that the County Engineer did not anticipate any problems with the addition in relation to the proposed road work for Mud Lake Road. She said that Jeff Rausch, the Assistant County Engineer, told her that the county will be purchasing additional right of way to create a 75’ wide easement for Mud Lake Road. The easement for Kings Road would continue as a private access roadway.
Mr. Koppes asked if the proposed addition would affect the Mud Lake Road widening project?  Ms. O’Shea said the proposed addition would not be causing any problems for the project.
Mr. Hickson asked the Board if they had any further questions? No one spoke. He then asked if anyone else wished to speak regarding this case?  No one spoke. 
A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms. Burds to approve the variance. The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4-0.

2. BA#10-38-14
JARED & ALI  DODDS-ALTHOFF

VARIANCE
The applicants are requesting a 20’ front yard variance to the 50’ required to build a 24’x 24’ home addition 30’ from the front property line in an R-1, Rural Residential zoning district.  The property, located adjacent to the City of Peosta along Parrot Drive in Burds Green Acres Subdivision is legally described as Lot 10 of Block 2 and Lot 1 of the SE ¼ SW ¼, all in Section 3 (T88N R1E) Vernon Township, Dubuque County, Iowa.

Ms. O’Shea stated that she recommends that the case be tabled as there was an error in the published text for this case. The text for this case should have read “left side yard variance” instead of “front yard variance.” She said that the Zoning Office contacted the property owner and one of the affected neighbors regarding the error. At that point, Ms. O’Shea decided to recommend to the Board that the case be tabled until the November 4, 2014 meeting in order to allow for a republication of the corrected text.

A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms. Nolan and passed unanimously to table the variance request until the November 4, 2014 meeting. Vote 4-0. 
D.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
E.  OLD BUSINESS:   
1. Ag Exemption and Zoning Violation updates.  
Ms. O’Shea stated that the 3rd and final public hearing on the Agricultural Exemption Amendment would be on October 20, 2014 before the Board of Supervisors. 
Concerning violation updates, Ms. O’Shea explained that the Zoning Office has not been able to get a good look at the Sisler property, located along Hwy 52 S, because of the thick foliage still present on the lot. She explained that it might be a couple of months before they get any photographs of the property. Concerning the Birch violation case, Ms. O’Shea explained that the Zoning Office granted the owners a two month compliance extension due to recent family hardships. She explained that there has been some progress on the clean up. However, the semi-trailer located on the property has yet to be removed. 
2. Request for extension on Zoning Certificate - BA#10-52-12 Roeder Realty LLP/Roeder Implement/Jim Roeder.  
Ms. O’Shea stated that BA#10-52-12 Roeder Realty LLP/Roeder Implement/Jim Roeder was approved in October of 2012 for a new business sign for Roeder Implement to be installed along Hwy151/61. An extension to Zoning Certificate #6094-12-239 was granted. The new date of completion was to be April 4, 2014 and that deadline has not been met. Ms. O’Shea added that Mr. Roeder is finally ready to install the sign.
Speaking to the Board was Jim Roeder of Roeder Implement, 2550 Rockdale Rd, Dubuque. Mr. Roeder explained that the first sign was rejected for quality and so was the second sign. He said they are now getting a third sign from a new vendor. The vendor said he could be on-site to install the sign within three weeks.

Mr. Hickson asked if the size of the sign has changed? Mr. Roeder said that there is no change in ownership of the property. Ms. O’Shea said that the Iowa DOT had concerns that the sign would be encroaching into the state right of way. Mr. Roeder explained that their (IDOT) concern was that the sign is flag shaped and not centered on the pole. However, he said that the Iowa DOT had sent representatives from their Waterloo office to inspect the building site and check site lines for any right of way encroachment.
Mr. Hickson asked how long of an extension is needed? Mr. Roeder said he hoped to have the sign installed within the next six months.

A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms. Nolan and passed unanimously to grant a 6 month extension for Zoning Certificate # 6094-12-239. The extension will run until April 6, 2015.  Vote 4-0.
F. NEW BUSINESS:  None
G. ADJOURNMENT:   A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms. Nolan and passed unanimously to adjourn.  Vote:  4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m.  
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