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Dubuque County Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Minutes of February 4, 2014  

Chairperson Pat Hickson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

 

A. ROLL CALL: Members Present:  Ron Koppes, Darlene Burds, Connie Nolan, Pat 

Hickson & Tom Kuhle. Staff Present:  Anna O’Shea & Chelsey Heim 

 

B.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr Koppes, seconded by Mr 

Kuhle and passed unanimously to approve the Minutes of the Janury 7, 2014 

meeting.  Vote:  5-0 

 

C.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:     
 

1. BA #02-03-14 RIVER CITY PAVING A DIVISION OF MATHY 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 

The applicants are requesting a Special Use Permit to construct a temporary asphalt plant 

to be used for the improvements of Highway 151 from the intersection of Hwy. 151 and 

44 in Monticello to the intersection of Hwy’s 151/61 south of Dubuque in the A-1, 

Agriculture district.  The property located along the Highway 151 approximately 2.5 

miles east of the city of Cascade, is legally described as NE SW & that Part of the SE 

NW lying South of Hwy. 151 Section 26 (T87N, R1W) White Water Township, Dubuque 

County, Iowa.  

 

Ms. O’Shea said this project had already been awarded to River City Paving. It should 

take about 90 working days to complete. This quarry had been used in 2005, 2006, 2012 

and 2013 for previous botch plants. The structure will be located out of the flood plain. 4 

letters were sent, 3 were delivered. There were no comments on this case. 

 

Speaking to the Board was Kevin Keuter, 1098 Claire Court, Dubuque, IA. Mr. Hickson 

administered the following Oath asking the participant to raise his right hand.  “Do you 

solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?” He 

responded yes.  Mr. Keuter said that the Iowa DOT had awarded the construction 

company a contract to widen the shoulder along Hwy 151 from Dubuque Hwy 151/61 

intersection to Monticello.  He said that it was to make that intersection safer for turning 

vehicles and trucks.  He also said that this was meant to be a safety improvement for the 

DOT. 

 

Mr. Hickson asked if there was anyone in the audience who wished to speak for or 

against the case.  No one spoke.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms Nolan and passed unanimously to 

approve the SUP.  Vote:  5-0 

  

 

2. BA# 02-04-14 KOHNEN, MARK & ELIZABETH – VARIANCE 

 

The applicants are requesting a 35’ left side yard variance to the 50’ required to build a 

24’x28’ accessory structure at 15’ from the left side yard property line in the R-1, Rural 
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Residential district. The property located along Natalie Lane approximately 1.5 miles 

south of the city of Dubuque is legally described as, the South 10 Acres of the NW NE, 

Section 22 (T88N, R2E) Table Mound Township, Dubuque County, Iowa.  

 

Ms. O’Shea said that the lot is a long, narrow lot with 380’ of frontage along Natalie 

Lane. The driveway hugs the north lot line and the home is built within about 100’ of the 

north property line. Because of the location of the existing home and the driveway, the 

new accessory structure will require a variance.  17 letters were sent, 16 were delivered 

and we received no comments. 

 

Speaking to the Board was Mark Kohnen, 11559 Natalie Lane, Dubuque, IA.  Mr. 

Hickson administered the following Oath asking the participant to raise his right hand.  

“Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth?”  Mr. Kohnen responded yes. 

 

Mr. Hickson asked Mr. Kohnen to explain why he was building the structure.  Mr 

Kohnen responded that he wanted to build a 2-car garage. He said that the area on their 

property where they were planning to build was the only option due to the septic tank. 

Also that was the only place with level enough ground. This is why he needed a variance.   

 

Mr. Kohnen mentioned that his son-in-law practices real estate law and that after Mr. 

Kohnen had sectioned off the area to start building the garage, his son-in-law asked if he 

had secured a permit.  He contacted the zoning office the following day. 

 

Ms. Nolan asked if this garage would be for personal use only.  Mr. Kohnen responded 

yes.  He also said that the garage would match the architectural design of the house.   

 

Mr. Hickson asked if there was anyone in the audience who wished to speak for or 

against the case.  Ms. Nancy McDermott, Mr. Kohnen’s neighbor, was in attendance but 

did not give her address or get sworn in. She said that she approved of his plan. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Burds, seconded by Mr. Koppes and passed unanimously to 

approve the variance. Vote: 5-0. 
   

 

D.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:   None 

 

E.  OLD BUSINESS:  Ms. O’Shea gave the board updated information on the Ag 

Exemption Amendment. 

 

F.   NEW BUSINESS: None 

 

G.   ADJOURNMENT:   A motion was made by Ms. Burd, seconded by Ms. Nolan and 

passed unanimously to adjourn.  Vote:  5-0   The meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.   

 

 


