Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes – January 14, 2015 meeting


Dubuque County Zoning Commission 

Minutes of January 14, 2015 Property Site Inspection
Chairperson John Goodmann called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.
1. ROLL CALL:  Members present: Mary Klostermann, John Goodmann, Janet Reiss, Richard Kaufman, Ronald Lindblom, and Kevin Soppe. Staff Present: Anna O’Shea & Tammy Henry.  
Also present were Greg Egan, Paul Koerperich, Brian Preston, Nate Sisler, Gary Pape, Steve Radloff, Bob Lynn, Paul Schmitt, Bob Schwendinger, Dan Welter, Kelly Otting, Dave Haupert, Tim Gallagher, Don Vrotsos, Chuck Gotto, Tom Flynn, Dan Waller, Kevin Waller, Matt Waller, Mark Riniker, Larry Rubel, Aaron Riniker, Mitchell Glaser, Ben Jacobson, Wray Childers, Bryon Schueller, and Mike Capek.
PROPERTY SITE INSPECTION FOR PROPOSED SHOOTING RANGE: Sargent Gary Pape, 770 Iowa Street, provided information on the proposed location of the shooting range.  He explained there would be a new access into the property.  The old access would be removed.  A question was asked whether the neighbors who use the access would still have use of the new access to enter their farm property?  That issue will need to be discussed with the County Attorney.  

Sargent Pape explained that the parking area would be 18’ away from the southern boundary of the property.  The shooting structure will be built to mitigate the sound and control the angle of the bullets to some extent.  Baffles will be too expensive to install at this time.  There will be 10’ berms at the closest point to the shooting line.  The berms will increase to 20’ high farther down the range and the backstop will be 20’ high.  The range will be 125’ wide by 320’ long.  The target area at the end of the range will be built down into the ground since the range is going to be built on a hillside.  Orange cones outlined the location of the range on the property.  The direction of the shooting will generally be to the north away from the Heritage Trail.

Sargent Pape stated this would be a 20-position range so that up to 20 people could be at the firing line at a time.  There will be no exposed rock protruding from the berm so there will be no ricocheting bullets flying off of the berm. Mr. Kaufman asked if the two side berms would be used during tactical training? Sargent Pape said yes, they would be used for handguns and shotguns using slugs or shot and 5.56mm assault rifles. Mr. Kaufman requested a map showing the additional surface danger zones. Mr. Kaufman asked what angle would someone have to shoot to go over the hill? Sargent Pape said he would ask the consultant to figure that out. Mr. Flynn pointed out to the group where his wife was standing, on the Gotto property northeast of the shooting range, where she sometimes likes to snowshoe.  
Richard Kaufman asked if the shooting range consultant looked at the site?  Sargent Pape answered that Mr. Vargas, shooting range designer, came and looked at the site before he created the site plan.  Another question was asked if the range would be open to the public? Sheriff Vrotsos stated the shooting range would not be open to the public because of the type of funds being used to build the range.  
Sargent Pape stated the shooting range would have electronic monitoring equipment installed to be able to monitor the parking area and shooting range.  They would also control the entrance to the range.  There will be a barrier between the County Conservation Park property and the shooting range.  Someone asked what the range was going to cost?  The estimated cost will be $500,000 to $800,000 which will come from forfeiture funds.  Another question was about the sound study.  How was it conducted?  Sargent Pape said they fired three shots in a row so that it would imitate the sound of several guns discharging at once.  The locations that were checked were recommended by Mr. Vargas, the shooting range consultant. There was a question whether the wind and temperature were measured during the sound study?  Gary will check on that.

Someone asked where the sheriff and police train now? Sargent Pape said they are currently permitted to use a private quarry for their training.  This is not a permanent solution because the area is becoming more developed all the time.  Another question was asked why they do not train on existing shooting ranges?  Sargent Pape responded that the Holy Cross could not handle enough shooters and other ranges have been used in the past but the sheriff and police training disrupts the shooting range members’ use of the existing shooting ranges.
Someone asked if law enforcement was using lead bullets and how does the drainage in the area flow?  They also wanted to know if they knew that there was cattle being raised on the adjoining property? Will the lead in the water runoff affect the cows? Sargent Pape said yes, they do use lead bullets.  The range will have some drainage that will flow to the creek but they will collect the bullets and reclaim the lead on a regular basis.

Someone asked how often and when the shooting range would be used?  Sargent Pape said the range would be in use about 80 days.  Much of the training takes place during two weeks in the spring and two weeks in the fall. A comment was made that the cattle calve from March until as late as June. 
About this time there was a bald eagle flying around the trees at the top of the hill.  A question arose about adding a range.  Sargent Pape said that was up to the Zoning Board and Board of Adjustment. They will only have enough money to build one range even though there are four other ranges shown on the site plan.
Richard Kaufman asked if the range was going to meet any of the federal regulations regarding shooting ranges?  There are rules that the roads must be closed when a shooting range is in use.  Sargent Pape was not sure if the shooting range would meet any additional federal regulations.

Comments were made about several other issues. Who was going to maintain the farm fences? Why wasn’t the hay cut last year on the property? How will the county make up the lost property taxes for the land that was being taxed just last year? 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
4.  ADJOURNMENT: Ms. Klostermann made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Soppe. The motion passed unanimously. Vote 6-0. The meeting ended at 1:43 p.m.
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