Board of Adjustment Minutes-Shooting Range Site Visit – May 5, 2015


Dubuque County Board of Adjustment 

Minutes of May 5, 2015 Property Site Inspection  
Chairperson Pat Hickson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
1. ROLL CALL:  Members present: Ron Koppes, Pat Hickson, Darlene Burds and Connie Nolan. Staff Present: Anna O’Shea & Jim Bodnar.  
Also present were Greg Egan, Paul Koerperich, Gary Pape, Paul Schmitt, Dan Welter, Don Vrotsos, Chuck Gotto, Tom Flynn, Dan Waller, Kevin Waller, Matt Waller, Wray Childers, Gary Switzer, LouAnn Switzer, Richard Kaufman and Alisha Yager (media).
PROPERTY SITE INSPECTION FOR PROPOSED SHOOTING RANGE: The Board of Adjustment met at the Shooting Range Site, 20909 Millville Road, Epworth, at 2:00 p.m. to view the site and ask questions of the applicants. Sargent Gary Pape, 770 Iowa Street, provided information on the proposed location of the shooting range.  He explained the information in the site plan.  He said there would be approximately 80 days of formal training taking place at the site.  He said that once a year they do the night fire practice of approximately 10 hours per year.  That practice would take place after dark.  

Sargent Pape explained that the DNR reviewed the range plan and approved the plan, but they did not have the Standard Operating Procedures at the time that they reviewed the plan.  Therefore, they did not know they were going to be allowed to use the range until after the plan was approved by them.  There are 20 shooting positions in the proposed range, but only some of the positions will be used during the training so that the instructors can do one-on-one training if necessary.
Clark Vargas prepared the engineered shooting range plans.  He is not licensed in Iowa but he could be and is planning to be licensed if he is hired by the Drug Task Force to draw up the final plans.  He was selected to provide the range plans because he had good credentials and he was the most cost effective option of the three consultants that were considered.  
A question was asked regarding who paid for the plans? Sgt. Pape stated the Drug Task Force used Forfeiture Funds to pay for the plans.  He continued that the night shooting would take place from 1:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  Sgt. Pape stated the quarry would have more ricochets so it was not a safe place to continue to train.  The new range will have berms that will be 20’ at the back and Drug Task Force Forfeiture Funds will pay for everything.  The total cost is estimated to be $600,000 to $700,000. No tax money will be used; only Forfeiture Funds from a pharmacy case will be used to buy and build the facility.  They have $1 Million to $1.1 Million in total revenue available to build the range.  

Tom Flynn stated that on the other side of the hill lies his and his neighbor’s property. Zoning Administrator, Anna O’Shea, reminded the attendees that the Board was not taking any comments from the public.  They were only getting information and questions relating to the site.  Tom Flynn pointed out that if the applicant is able to speak, then he should be able to speak also. Mr. Flynn continued by saying his home was one mile away.  He has a 112-acre field that has a shared fence with this property.  He pointed to an orange jacket that was hanging on the fence.  The orange jacket indicated the fence line between the proposed shooting range site and the neighbor’s property.  He said there is 852.5’ of elevation where they are standing and 894’ of elevation at the top of the berm per Clark Vargas’ information.  
Dan Waller stated he has 50 head of cattle and the gate is always open for the cattle to graze on the adjoining pastureland.  Sheriff Don Vrotsos rhetorically asked when he brought the cattle up and then answered the question by stating the cattle were just put in the pasture today. Mr. Waller continued that he had a concern that they would burn off the grass and there being lead in the water from the bullets.  He continued that Dan Welter has cattle across from the shooting range and from Millville Road (to the south).  He said cattle do not get used to guns.  When deer hunting season comes around the cattle are no longer in the fields, so they do not get shot or spooked.  

Tom Flynn stated the Special Use Permit application on page 2 requires the use to not be detrimental to the neighborhood.  He said a shooting range is detrimental to the Ag uses on the neighboring property.  
Dan Welter said the usual farm uses such as a confinement building, ammonia spraying and manure smells will affect the use of the shooting range in this area.  There has not been any farm use of this property for three years, which is a waste of good Ag ground.  Cows can make the grass into beef, which is a very productive use of the farm ground. 

A neighbor stated that Clark Vargas said that 99% of the rounds will stay on the shooting range property.  Ninety-nine percent of 100,000 rounds means that 1,000 rounds could be errant.  Sgt. Pape responded that Mr. Vargas did not say 1,000 rounds would leave the property.
Dan Welter stated the Girl Scout Camp is next door and they will be riding horses.  He is concerned about errant rounds and mishaps from spooked horses.  
LouAnn Switzer pointed to the 150’ high hill behind the shooting range.  The problem is that the hill tapers off.  She asked how high is the hill on the east side?  Gary Switzer asked about the tactical team.  Do they have moving targets? Sgt. Pape responded that the tactical team will be close to the berm with targets 15’ x 15’.  The team members then move toward the targets and this simulates entering a building or enclosed room.  The tactical team members know what they will be doing before they begin the exercise.  Sgt. Pape described the ammunition that would be used by the police and sheriff’s offices.  Rifles will shoot .223 - .308 bullets, hand guns shoot 9mm -45mm and shotguns will use 12 gauge ammunition.  
Tom Flynn said the illustrations on Clark Vargas’ handouts are complete but the sound study was not complete.  The sound study was not done by a professional.  He then asked if the shooting range design was the recommended design by Clark Vargas or was the design based on money available to the Drug Task Force?  Sgt. Pape said the design is based on both the amount of money available and the highest safety concerns.  The Drug Task Force wants to build a no-blue-sky range but they cannot afford it.  Wray Childers then asked if a partial no-blue-sky range was considered?  Sgt. Pape responded yes, but they only have $1 million for one shooting bay.  
Tom Flynn said that when the project was proposed, his home was within one mile and the fence line was within 200 yards.  The neighbors did not have any opportunity to provide input on the site before the property was purchased.  Can a Citizen Advisory Committee be put in place to review the location of a future shooting range?  Sgt. Pape responded that he was responsible for the presentation and design of the shooting range.  This is the first time he has ever done this.  He never thought of including the neighbors in on the shooting range plans.
Gary Switzer asked if an indoor range was an option? Sgt. Pape explained that there is a huge cost to build and maintain an indoor range, especially one that would contain all bullets.  The cost for an indoor range is 3-5 times higher to build and the upkeep cost is greater. 

Someone asked if other law enforcement officers/departments would be using the range?  Sgt. Pape said that the range would be used by local law enforcement personnel only.  Because they are using Forfeiture Funds, the public cannot use the range.  In addition, law enforcement personnel in other states will not use the range. 
Darlene Burds asked how the use of the range would be controlled?  Sgt. Pape said they will be putting up a fence and use cameras with direct access to the E911 Center to control the range.
A question was asked about using metal targets.  Sgt. Pape responded that law enforcement already has metal targets that are in good repair.  Those targets will be used occasionally by law enforcement personnel about once every three years.  
Matt Waller asked if the .308 is the biggest round that will be used by snipers during training, the round could travel a little beyond Asbury Road, even up to a quarter of a mile?  Sgt. Pape responded yes.  Wray Childers stated that during sworn testimony that question was asked of the applicant.  He questioned whether the applicant answered the question truthfully.

A question was asked if the easement to the Waller field was approved?  Sgt. Pape said he would ask the Board of Supervisors to see if the driveway can be used by the Wallers.  
Ms. O’Shea stated the Board of Adjustment would be holding a public hearing on May 12, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Fire Training Facility.  At that meeting, anyone will be able to speak and make comments about the shooting range application. A question was asked if additional information could be brought to the Board and what the deadline would be?  Ms. O’Shea stated the deadline for information to the Board for their packets would be Thursday before 3:00 p.m.  Matt Waller asked if he could bring his computer to provide additional information to the Board.  Ms. O’Shea responded yes and she would bring her laptop computer also for anyone to use. Another comment was made that the property should be used for farm use.  Kevin Waller said one of his cows had a calf below the shooting range site just today.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS: The chair opened the floor for comments on items, which are not an agenda item.  No comments.
4.  ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Koppes made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Burds. The motion passed unanimously. Vote 4-0. The meeting ended at 2:55 p.m.
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