Zoning Board of Adjustment Minutes – January 5, 2016

Dubuque County Zoning Board of Adjustment
Minutes of January 5, 2016 

Chairperson Pat Hickson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
A. ROLL CALL: Members Present:  Ron Koppes, Darlene Burds, Connie Nolan, & Pat Hickson. Staff Present:  Anna O’Shea & Angela Steffens.
B.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Ms. Burds, seconded by Ms. Nolan and passed unanimously to approve the Minutes of the December 1, 2015 meeting.  Vote: 4-0  
C.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:    
BA#01-01-16 
GERALD & MARLENE SCHOLLMEYER               VARIANCE

The applicants are requesting a 20’ variance to the 25’ required to build a 13’ 6” garage addition 5’ from the right side lot line in an R-1, Rural Residential zoning district.  The property, located along Green Hill Drive approximately .23 miles south of the city of Dubuque, is legally described as Lot 7 Block 7 Barrington Lakes No 2 Section 6 (T88N R2E), Table Mound Township, Dubuque County, Iowa.
Ms. O’Shea stated this lot is .86 acres and has a central water system and a private septic system.  The septic system is located to the rear of the home.  There are many trees on this lot and a ravine in the front yard, which required the home to be setback a long ways from the road.  To add the garage to the front of the home will require a variance.  Twelve letters were sent, twelve were delivered, and the city of Dubuque was notified.
Speaking to the Board was Gerald Schollmeyer, 14292 Green Hill Dr, Dubuque.  Mr. Hickson administered the following Oath asking the participant to raise his right hand.  “Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?”  He said yes.

Mr. Schollmeyer said when they built the home it had mature trees and so they placed the home further back on the lot to accommodate them.  He is looking to put up a single car garage.  He had a concern with the property line on the county maps so he hired Buesing & Associates to survey the lot.  They show the new garage will actually be setback 10’ from the neighbor’s property line. He said he talked to his closest neighbor the Fisher’s and they told Mr. Schollmeyer they had no problem with the addition.
Mr. Hickson asked Mr. Schollmeyer if he spoke with the Property Owners Association?  Mr. Schollmeyer said he met with Russ Kramer, on the architectural review committee for the association and he told Mr. Schollmeyer as long as he went through the county they would be good. 

Mr. Hickson asked if there were any comments submitted for this case?  Ms. O’Shea said there were no comments or calls on this case to the Zoning Office.
Mr. Koppes asked Ms. O’Shea since there is a change on the requested variance is there any issue because of what was published?  Ms. O’Shea said that a change could be made in the motion, but as long as he is not going any closer than what was requested it will be alright.

Mr. Schollmeyer said on this property this is the only spot that will work for the addition without disturbing the existing trees.

Mr. Hickson asked Mr. Schollmeyer how many garages he currently has?  Mr. Schollmeyer said two. The new garage will be for an old car he owns.

Mr. Hickson asked if any wished to speak for or against this case?  No one spoke.   

A motion was made by Mr. Koppes, seconded by Ms. Nolan to approve the variance.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4-0.
D.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
E.  OLD BUSINESS: 
Update on previous violation case.
Ms. O’Shea updated the Board as well as provided pictures of the Donatsch Farm Property LTD lot. This property had an old home that was to be torn down when the new home was built. The Zoning office did a follow up site visit on January 4, 2016 and at that time, the home has been removed from the property.  
F.  NEW BUSINESS: None
G. ADJOURNMENT:   A motion was made by Ms. Burds, seconded by Mr. Koppes and passed unanimously to adjourn.  Vote: 4-0. The meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m.  
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